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PRESIDENTS REPORT

I would like to welcome everybody to Cheltenham Baseball Club 25th anniversary
Presentation Night. A special welcome to our life members and their partners.

This year marks the 25th year since the merger of Prahran and Cheltenham baseball
clubs formed the Cheltenham Rustlers. We have come a long way since the days of
Cheltenham Park and the Gas Works and the fibre glass hut we had out the back of the
fantastic club rooms that we enjoy now. I would like to thank all the past committees
and people who have made it all possible over the years.

Our on field performance this year has been an inconsistent one. We succeeded in
staying in Division 1 but few of our teams were able to make finals. Playing all our
home games at away venues after Christmas did not help, and thanks must go to all our
coaches for their efforts this season under difficult circumstances. Our Ladies team and
our Fourth Nine did make the finals, however, and I congratulate both teams on their
performances. The continuation of Terry Reid’s development of our juniors paid off
again this year with 3 or 4 stepping up to the Ists and 2nds this season. Sadly, Terry
steps down as Club Coach this year, after four years at the helm. We have made great
progress under his tutelage. We wish him well, and thank him for a job well done.

The ground closures made it difficult for all teams, from T-Ball through to the 1sts.
Loosing that home ground advantage and support was costly. However, the loss of
our grounds gave us the opportunity to level and regrass the main diamond, making it
an excellent surface. Unfortunately no home games means no income, and the club has
lost many thousands of dollars due to the loss of canteen and bar revenue. Fortunately,
thanks to our treasurer Jack Bourton we should still make the black.

Critical to achieving a positive financial result this year has been the revenue earned
from our investment in Gladstone Park Bingo Centre. We are grateful for the vision of
Graeme Ainscough in creating the opportunity for Cheltenham Baseball Club to
generate funds from a source outside the Club. Without this revenue the closure of the
grounds would have caused us great financial difficulties this year.

I'would like to thank Lance Blackley for completing the various projects he started last
year. Thankyou also to Pat and Barry in the Canteen for their tireless work especially
this year with games being played all over the place. A special thanks also to Mick
Manning for his expertise and advice and to all members of this year’s Committee. It's
been a trying year, but we got there.

The progress that Cheltenham Baseball Club has made in the last ten years has taken
other clubs a lot longer to achieve. We have the best club rooms and one of the best
playing surfaces in the league. But maintaining these facilities takes effort. More
hands mean less work so become a committee member and join the club to make it
even more successful next season.

Please enjoy your evening

Graham Lewis - Presid
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1ST NINE REPORT

Our team goal this year was to remain in first division at all costs and to build on the
good results of last year. With our first goal achieved, even though we were shaky at
times, we pressed on and remained competitive for most of the season.

With six games remaining in the season, we were one game out of the four and talking
about the possibility of a finals berth. To put this in perspective, this was not even
considered in previous seasons. It made me realise how far we have come in such a
short time. I have always nagged the players that we cannot achieve high standards if
we do not set high standards.

A great deal of our success this year was due to the improved performance of our
younger players and our new players.

Rohan Brasher and Ben Paturzo have made huge contributions to our team this year,
especially Rohan who had to spread his time thinly between all his other commitments.

David Bann, Simon Myles and Jeff Hill were all new to the Club this season and
bought with them an added professional approach to our team. All three had
tremendous seasons and hopefully this will continue for many years.

Many thanks to Lance Blackley for his efforts as team Manager. As a Committee man,
Lance viewed first hand the state of the Firsts and can now say he has full knowledge
of what is required at this level. Hopefully this will filter down through his junior
involvement.

A big thankyou to Joy Lewis for all her support in scoring and providing me with my
ridiculous stat requests each month.

Thankyou to the general Committee for all their support. I felt we had excellent
communication channels and they were always willing to discuss issues at any time.

A big thankyou to Barry and Pat for keeping us fed and entertained on Thursday
nights. Barry has enough stories for five more seasons.

To Laurie, Jamie, Ray and Trevor, thankyou for your support in coaching the other
teams and to Chris Reece for his efforts as Chairman of Selectors.

To Olivia, Matthew and Zoe, thankyou for your support and patience with my moods
throughout the season.

Finally, I will not be seeking reappointment as Club Coach next season as I firmly
believe the players require a fresh approach and a new leader to continue the

momentum up the ladder.

I wish the Club every success in the future.

Terry Reid
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2ND NINE REPORT

The Seconds had a disappointing season. Despite starting with a number of players,
who in the previous year were playing in the First Nine, we failed to capitalise on a
weaker Seconds competition, compared to the last few seasons.

Being able to win only 5 games and draw 3 showed a lack of depth in our batting and
defence. At times there were good performances with the bat, with Steve Lewis who
had another good year, however, the other players were far too inconsistent, leaving
runners stranded on base in a number of games during the year.

Our pitching also suffered from a lack of consistency, throwing too many walks and
putting pressure on our defence in far too many games.

Things weren’t all bad. With excellent performances from Mika Tossavainen at third
base and with the junior players starting to hold their own in the batters’ box and in the
field, we found ourselves becoming more competitive and having a chance to win in
most games.

My thanks and appreciation go to all the players under me this year and players from
the past few years for their support and loyalty to me as their coach.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Val Bailey, who has been my Scorer for
the past few years. Her time and effort has been greatly appreciated. Thanks Val.

Laurie Hall
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3RD NINE REPORT

Winning the first three, and six of the first seven, games was something new for the 3rd
nine. The 1997/98 3rd nine was bolstered by a few more senior players and younger
players with another year under their belts. It is amazing what a difference a year and a
couple of more senior players can make. We out hit, out pitched and out fielded most
of our opposition up until the cut.

To focus on our hitting, 7 of the main nine players batted 350 and above, with 5 of this
7 batting over 400.

We beat 4 sides by one run. Three of these wins were against Waverley and two of
them in the very last dig. After the cut we experienced a bit of a slump, ending the
season with 10 wins and eight losses. The slump was due mainly to the promotion of
our better players and the absences of key players for some of the games. The most
disappointing loss being the last game, when we had to win to get into the finals. We
started very strongly but could not keep Preston down, and they eventually ran over
the top of us to score a fairly easy victory.

The season holds a number of highlights for me as a manager:- Phil Manning stepping
up from the fourths in the previous season to hold the No. 1 pitching spot; the number
of junior players to be promoted and play Thirds successfully and the consistent
performances in defence and offence by David Johnson and David Wilson (when he
turned up).

I would like to thank Mark Lewis, Andy Coppens and David Johnson for their
assistance in managing the side when I was away.

I would also like to thank the Committee and senior players, coaches and scorers for
their support during in my fourth year as coach. I would also like to thank the regular
3rd Nine players:-

David Johnson David Wilson Andy Coppens
Shane Phillips Gerard Kelly Jamie Roe
Travis Blackley Mark Lewis Phil Manning
Nic Callanan Troy Harper

Bev Blackley (Scorer).  Shandelle Ross (Scorer) Mick Manning (Team Umpire).

I hope you all enjoyed the year as much as I did and strive to g0 one step further next
year.

Thanks,

James Stewart
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4TH NINE REPORT

Four years, four Preliminary Finals and four losses. What does the 4th Nine have to do
to get into a Grand Final? Forgetting the final game, 1997/98 was yet another
successful season for your 4th Nine. (11 wins, 6 losses and 1 wash-out.) We finished
the season in third place, with Geelong 4th, Upwey 2nd and Waverley 1st.

The competition was a little tougher this year. We won three games by one run and
lost a couple by the same margin. The key to our success was in our hitting and Chris
Bailey’s contribution on the mound. All of the regular nine players batted above 300,
even Chris had a much improved year, batting 216. Chris pitched for the majority of
the year, with a number of other players chipping in when required.

Our finals appearances numbered two, a win at Geelong following a poor end to the
season and a poor performance at Upwey (10-2).

Our player stocks dwindled again this year and for many games we only had nine
players. Thanks to the support of Brad Lark, Ray Costolloe, Colin Basham and Craig
Witchell for their assistance when numbers were low.

I would also like to thank Bruce Fitzgerald and John Carlisle for their assistance
managing the side when I was away. The highlight of their season being the win over
Geelong in the first final (once again 1 was away) and managing the team hot head
Simon (or was it Griag?) Michaelis.

I would also like to thank the Committee and senior players, coaches and scorers for
their support during my fourth year as coach. 1 would also like to thank the 4th Nine
players:-

Gavin Knight Bruce Fitzgerald Peter Burnett
Chris Bailey John Carlile Billy Treller
Greg Collins Russell O’Bourne Nic Callanan
Troy Harper Colin Upfill

Daryl Treller (Scorer & Team Umpire) and Cathy Burnett (Scorer).

1 hope you all enjoyed the year as much as I did and strive to go one step further next
year.

Thanks
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STH NINE REPORT

Our season started off quite convincingly, winning three out of the first five games. It
was promising to see the side’s batting and defence improve.

But the loss of a senior player plus three developing young juniors to the thirds and
fourths, changed our side considerably. The lack of players had us struggling to fill a
side every week. It was good to see the more experienced players and some of the
women lending their assistance to the side. And it was great to see new players joining
the Club for their first season.

We started the season with one young under sixteen player, Daniel Ward-Bourton. By
the end we had several more. Matthew Coppens, Luke Paturzo, Brett Anderson and
Chris Blake who all quickly found position in the team. It was good to see their
enthusiasm in the field and with the bat, which at times kept us in the game.

At each game there were some good and bad plays.

It was good to see Michael McKenna’s three run homer to save the day against
Upwey.

Peter Paturzo and Norm Candler’s mid field collision, where Pete took the catch and
Norm took home the three fractured ribs.

Scott “Wildthing” Kneebone, where the batters were more scared of being knocked
out than struck out.

Thank you to Jill Ward-Bourton and Toni Costolloe for scoring for us. Also to Jo
Ferruccio, Colin Anderson and Steve Williams who umpired a few games for us. And
Peter Paturzo, who played a few games and did a great job coaching first base when he
could.

A large “THANK-YOU?” to all the people that supported us this season. If not for
these people we wouldn’t have been able to fill a side.

Even though we didn’t make the finals, I believe we had quite a successful season.

Raymond Costolloe.
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WOMEN’S REPORT

The 1997/98 summer season saw me coaching a 1st Division womens’ baseball side for
the first time. It was my second season as a women’s baseball coach so I assumed I
had some sort of experience in women’s baseball. But as it turned out the girls never
ceased to amaze me with many different concepts on the game. We started out with
12 players, 2 of these being new to Cheltenham, welcome Lyndal Young and Kate
Sadler from Monash Uni. Training commenced with a mixture of talent with all eyes
firmly set on winning the premiership.

PRE-CUT

We started well with a good win over 1996/97 Premiers St. Kilda (14-7) with an after
game BBQ where a few drinks were enjoyed by all. We moved on to win the
following week (12-10) over Malvern. With a loss to Blackburn (14-1) that no one
could explain. We went on to defeat Monash Uni. (43-3) as they had only 7 players
but as mentioned earlier we had two of their old players playing with us. We lost to
Greensborough at Greensborough(13-4) but we then went on to win three weeks
running (Croydon 8-3, Bonbeach & Footscray 23-2). Only to be stopped in a
controversial game against Springvale, (rain affected 8-3 Chelt, when the game was
stopped and reverted back to 3-0 Springvale). With only two games until the cut,
Moorabbin decided not to show up - Walkover 7-0 Cheltenham. Then we traveled to
Port Melbourne which turned out to be one of the best home and away games that the
girls played, we won 4-3.

THE CUT

We lost to Bonbeach, Footscray, Monash Uni and Blackburn. With only seven home
and aways to go, the top 4 has only 1", games separating them, with Cheltenham in
4th position.

POST CUT

We needed to win 6 from 7 to finish 1st or 2nd which became the girls main objective.
We won the last game for 1997 defeating St. Kilda (11-0). Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. We resumed the new year with a loss to Malvern (8-5) in what
were trying conditions 41 degrees C. With 1 win and 1 loss the girls fought hard as a
team to win their next five outings, Port Melbourne 5-4, Springvale 7-6, Croydon 10-
2, Greensborough 15-7 and Moorabbin 20-3 to take 2nd position into the finals' series.
Congratulations to all the girls on a great home and away season.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the countless number of people who
helped the side throughout the season. Without their help there would not have been a
side:-

Our Scorer Margaret Ballantyne and Dot Vallence who filled in from time to

time.

Our assistant coach Mika Tossavainen.
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Those celebrity coaches who filled in when I had to work, Jim Young, Craig

Witchell and Steve Williams.

Also many thanks to the girls for their team work and cooperation in what has been a
very successful and interesting season of baseball which was enjoyed by all concerned.

Yours in Baseball

LG,
THE SIDE
Fanya Baxevanis Narelle Gosstray Sue Hearndon
Shandelle Ross Kate Sadler Karen Smith
Rebecca Townley Julie Trucchio Delia Vallence
Jodie Williams Karen Witchell Lyndal Young
Fiona Ballantyne (Retired pre Xmas)
Trevor Clemens - Manager/Coach Mika Tossavainen - Assistant Coach
Margaret Ballantyne - Scorer Andreas - Mascot

Finals results were disappointing and are as follows:-

SEMI:- Malvern v Cheltenham 10-6
PRELIMINARY Cheltenham v Port Melbourne 3-14
GRAND FINAL We’ll play and win this in 1998/99

See you all in 98/99.

LG,
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JUNIOR REPORT

This year the junior section of the club performed extremely well. Our junior teams
competed in in the Under 18 Coca Cola Championship, Under 12 South Section
Championship and the Under 12 and 14 VBA South Centre Championships; coming
away with 4 pennants from 4 Grand Finals. The T-Ball section of the club also won
the Lightening Premiership.

UNDER 18

Ron Carothers took on the job of coaching the under 18 team with high expectations.
After the first 5 grading games, they were 2nd in their section and qualified in the Coca
Cola division.

They continued playing solid baseball throughout the season, coming up against
Waverley in the last game with the winner taking 2nd position on the ladder. We
finished 3rd and so played Waverley at Waverley in the semi final. This time the result
was reversed, and we moved on into the Grand Final against Upwey.

The Grand Final was a tightly contested game with Upwey staying just in front until
the last innings when we scored 2 runs to go 1 run up.

Congratulations to Ron and the guys on a gutsy performance and to Ben Paturzo who
was named MVP of the final.

UNDER 16

Colin Basham needed some persuading to take on the coaching of the under 16's. It
was a_difficult job with 15 players to rotate while still trying to win. Unfortunately the
team missed out on qualifying in the Coca Cola division which left them playing in the
South Section.

At around this time I received a phone call from a parent who felt that, with 15 in the
side, there was a problem with the players not getting enough game time. Instead of
Just complaining this parent asked, if he could get a few more players, could we
perhaps enter another team, which he would coach. The VBA allowed us to field
another team and entered them in the Northern division.

Colin's team playing in the South division took to the field each week with the bare 9
players. They played consistant ball each week but could not quite come up with the
goods when it counted and finished just out of the final play-off.

The other team, coached by Les Beattie, struggled each week for numbers and played
most games with only 8 players. Even though they finished down the bottom of the
table it did not reflect the way in which they played; losing several games by less than 3
runs with the blank letting them down in both batting and the field.

UNDER 14

Colin Upfil took on the under 14 Rustlers this season. They lost 1 game in the
qualifying round, the first game of the Lightening Premiership, but still qualified in the
Coca Cola division.

The team started the regular season playing extremely good ball, but could not quite
produce the goods against the stronger teams. After a shock defeat against Malvern
following the break, the team seamed to lift a notch. They played very good team
baseball and won all games up until the last game of the season against Waverley, who
won that game convincingly. So it was off to Waverley the following week for a semi
final replay. It was an extremely tight game with neither team taking control, and after
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the top of the 7th innings we were up by 1 run. Unfortunately a 2 run home run (the
6th home run of the game) in the bottom of the innings brought the season to an end.
(Waverley went on to win the grand final comfortably.)

FRIDAY EVENING UNDER 14

Friday evenings saw 3 teams coached by Brett Anderson, Karen Smith and Mika
Tossavainen and the third team by Jodie Williams and Shandelle Ross.

It was one of the toughest seasons played for a long time with very little difference
between top and bottom teams

The end of the season saw the Brumbies, coached by Jodie and Shandelle, finish on
top. The Broncos, coached by Karen and Mika, Finished 4th and the Stirrups, coached
by Brett Anderson, just missed out on a finals berth. "
The first semi saw the Brumbies play the Springvale Lions. The game was called early,
because of bad light, with a score line of 3 all. The VBA decided to replay the game
the following week and Springvale came out convincing winners.

The other semi saw the Broncos win comfortably against the Springvale Pumas.

The Preliminary final saw a close fought game between the 2 Cheltenham teams with
the Brumbies holding on to win by 2 runs.

The Grand Final was another tight game with it going down to the wire with the
Brumbies making 2 errors in the 1 play allowing Springvale to tie the game at the top
of the 6th innings. Good team batting in the bottom of the inning saw the Brumbies
winning 6-5.

Congratulations to Jodie, Shandelle and the team.

UNDER 12

The Under 12 Rustlers, coached by Lance Blackley and John Ferguson, failed to
qualify for Coca Cola and played in the South Division. From all reports the team
improved week by week and gradually came to grips with All-Star baseball. The end
of the season saw them in top position and they hosted the final against Malvern. It
was another close game with the Rustlers winning the pennant 9-7.

Congratulations to Lance, John and the team on a great season.

This season saw the return of the second under 12 team, the Stallions, coached by
Mick Manning. This team was predominantly filled by first year players and was used
to develop players for future years.

Mick worked with his players on the basic skills of the game and, by the end of the
season, they were capable of holding their own against any team in their division, but
unfortunately finished out of the playoffs.

FRIDAY EVENING UNDER 12.

The Friday Evening competition saw us field six teams, coached by Nathan Bailey,
Travis Blackley, Scott Kneebone, Mick Manning, Kevin Russell and Daniel Ward-
Bourton. After many good games the end of the season saw 3 Cheltenham teams in
the Finals.

Kevin Russell’s Steers played Moorabbin in the 1st semi. The score reverted back
because of the incompleted innings which meant that Moorabbin won by 1 run.

The other semi saw Travis Blackley’s Broncos break the tied score in extra time
against Nathan Baileys Brumbies.

The following week saw the Steers run out comfortable winners against the Broncos
which gave the Steers another crack at Moorabbin.
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The Grand final saw yet another game go to the wire, but this time Kevin and his
Steers turned the tables on Moorabbin and won the pennant 5-2.
Congratulations to Kevin and his players.

T-BALL

This year saw Connie Upfil take on the job as T-Ball Co-ordinator and she ran an
extreemly good competition by all reports. 9 teams took part in the competition with
the Demons coached by Kerrin Holden running out premiers.

We fielded two teams in the Lightening Premiership and saw Kerrin Holden’s team
bring home the Championship and John Ferguson’s team finishing a creditable 5th.
Congratulations to everyone who took part in the fine effort. -

STATE REPRESENTATIVES

Congratulations to Rohan Brasher and Ben Paturzo who both played in the Under 18
state team in Lismore. Both players also gained Australian nominations.

Travis Blackley played in Canberra in the Under 16 Victorian Provincial Team.

Adam Blackley and Daniel Williams both traveled to Perth to play in the Under 14
state team which won the Australian Championship.

We also have four players still in the last 28 trialing for the Rubber Ball team to travel
to Japan later this year. They are Simon Middleton, Daniel Gribben, Bryce Marshall
and Darren Boyle.

Good luck to you all.

I would like to thank all the coaches, scorers, umpires, parents and everyone else who
helped throughput the season. Without your dedication and assistance it would be
impossible to run a Club of this size.

Finally a special thanks to Clint and Sean McCagg. Clint and Sean volunteered their
Sunday mornings to umpire our All-star games and also umpired our Friday Evening
Finals. Their experience, expertise and enthusiasm was greatly appreciated by the Club,
coaches, players and parents. Thank you both very much.

That’s about it. Hope you enjoyed your baseball this season and we look forward to
seeing you all again next season.

S willi
Junior Co-ordi
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Batting
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