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President's Report:-

What a season'wircir llas pasl, rr(., ii1.,rr-,1 tiris club's most successful yet. Last year marked
the return of Clreltenham to Divisiorr "l ranks, an achievement many thought could not be
bettered. But to the surprrse of many, Clreltenham reached another significant goal making the
grade and rernairring in Division 1 for irnother 12 months. To cone from Division 2, and compete
sucessfully witlr exllerir:noed Divisicrr 1 cluirs rr ouI first year is an outstanding achievement.
-[]ris also provrdes us with the opporlunitv to rlarn valuable experience, to play and compete at
the best possiable level in the Victorrarr Baseball League. Experience and knowledge we can
use in s;ecuring the Clrrb's positicn rs e i)errrairent Division 1 club.

-i-ile 
key to ot.rt .;ucces:, riis lr(ir,,iilirii irr-ic,r itre irrpfovement in oUr seniOr fanks. With a tally

of ,/5 1,;layer:;. ..)iroltt.rnii:lrn'Ivi.i1) :.ririr: i, : ,.rt:,1('r '' ir-nic)r teams, rrldicating the depth and strength
of the cluo 'uViIi r lc-;s eltr)hasis .jn lriir!/rrr ir,:i:rtitmettt this season, the club endevoured to
prornote arirl ,:1e.,,tlr:p, existinil pluyei stocl< l-he result was favourable, Cheltenham's
perfornrarrc.e eaily in the seasr:n was sirlpiy rricrediable. Players accepted the challenge and
playecl beyond therr capabilities. '",!i, nolcirr,rcJ iip-r wins against formidible apponertts, it was this
early success that secured our mo:;t sricc;esstrrl season on record. Post cut, the club struggled,
the coficlence an<J atrog:rnt;c',virir:lr irrr-t,.rril o'rrr st.rccelss alluded and moral fell. However, what
rnany play,t:rt, l-.cqar.r tr: reali:,. r,.,ir, il,,.l r1 ',,vo:', .r learning experience. We gained valuable
exlterienct:,atrli k.tr,rr,vlr:cl(l(.1 in tlt.: 1,i,,.r-,', ''..irr:ritrttr,L: iritLl Knowiedge we Can use next Season
to ilnptovr'

(,)11y i1lrr111 "rn1:'1 l1;:'.711 rrn.r-.iirirri .r, r ,,,;"'tr:11161 lheir strength in the VBA. Their success is
now being teil;l^ i': sctlior irr'"'r.:i. iir,.,irriii;Lr lt;,.: i i:l nttte. The club has a strong pyramid base with
over 250JunirJIS, tl'rts year freldrng ii irii.:i ..,1 :i :rrLre) irrcltrding 3 lee Ball sides. The strength of
our luniors was best measured at All Star levels. Our Tee Ballers regained the T Ball
championship this vear, and have worrr the= title 4 of the 5 times. The U12's after winning the
Lightening Prenri,,:rship earlyr in the'ie;r:r.n, finished a disappointing 6th. The U14's won the
Ligirtnrng Prer"nrcriirip c;:rly in tlrtr:;cri:,on, and now play off in the grand final this Sunday.
Where the ulub iras iaiied, rs cor)verlrng tlrese lurriots to U16 and U1B levels. We have not
enloyed sirrrlar sirccess al tlrese lcvets trlex't season the club will endevour to address this
;rrol-:lern \^/r1rr,ii-!:i Li.ilrr,t:d colri:irrr(l i.ur(i iirrr.:ction lt requires our immediate attention and action,
for tilcl tltlrt 'ir'l' i ' rr'r.rc';: ;ll.l\"'l i r.)i f,ii:.t'llitll

l:rorri ;, irildri,-r.ri vlrlvv i.ilL: ciuu ii.,: ..,truiggieci io tneet this years expenses. ln an effort to
rnaike tlris cirr ,.r.i|if)r-rtrVe, aiio provrrli,'r'orj wrlh the bestfacilities and equipment, our expences
have incrr:asr'.1 et the rarne time. re\/{-nue rai1,3fl through Bingo and social events has
decreaseo It, t:..iu.rnce tlre deiir-rt ilr.',. lLii: ir.::. i.ired on hosting carnivals. The result has been
farvourabir., ij'vu;r:']t. lt is tl rc i,rrlrrl ,,iri ,iL;i i ,,-ri, I-*vv People Dorrrg All The Work. ln an effort
to stabilrs'- itrr. ,lub's iirtarrr:ral sitr.ir:rir-rn i.li';tt,.rnlram has invested in a Bingo centre. This
ifrvestrler,i ..,,rr , roirr(le slrorrtl firr;,li:;iri r,,,,.rvi.riii fnr rire club in the long run. The end fesUlt Will
rn(]itn til(, .;1, ,.,i1 i)(:, .tl)lr, f(;1,1r,,., I :r)ilr1.:)tt.;lrl',,, :itbsiclising jUttiOfs and SeniOrs expenSeS,
'wittll,t lr{a,. ri rl ,.- i:rtr;1 t::ciii1l,'lt , ' :::rrLit,:- ii,t[re VBA.

1\lrLrad! ;. .' , .1jg un(lerway to l..Lr()iir(; iil(l':;Llocess of thts club over a long tefm. A fofe plan
lras been .:,.. ,.; '*'irrclr ,ivril secr.llr: rtrt: :is.:coL)ss anri status of this club. The committee's
direction oi .,i().r', have changccl r)vr-:r ilrr,'i.i:.,i i2 lnonths. lmmediate short term success will
suffer with ilr,, i i,lcilientaliurr ol ioiig ic;r;r ;l-i ,;i.egies. With arr emphasis on Youth and Junior
cieveloptlenl r. r.rru Liuii': iiri.cr,r,..,;1,, r.uirir,rii iiri! -iub's positiott as a strong and permenant
Divistorr 'l r-iirr

The c1,,5 ''"rs stra:tegies i:nr'l iiolit:ri'i,; already in place to ensure a successful season.
l-iarirvt:vi:,t ,vl,.rt .r 1,,,,,.:ril ': r.:.. i, ,;,,.' .rr,..:rrirtr faces to See these planS thfough. lUfge

L



people to come forth and wolunteer their services and time for the club's benefit and experience
the reward and satisfaction one feels in being involved in a great club.

Regards........Chris Reece.



First Nine Report:-

For the first tinre rn quite a few years the Cheltenham Baseball Club was to participate at the
Division One level We knew that there would be no easy games. With previous years the club
could start slowly and work it's way through the easier teams building confidence for the second
half of the season

This year, there was no trme tor that We had to hit the ground running. We had to be
playing our best ball while other teams were getting into the swing of things. The loss of three of
our first nine players did nothing to help our pre-season aspirations.

Our expectattons were mixed. Everyone I talked to in baseball circles had us earmarked as a
definite for relegatiorr. Looking through the draw I thought we could possibly get four and a half
wins out of the eleven games if we played well, that would put us about nine or ten. Realisticallf,
we were looking at second division for the second half of the year.

The first few games of the season were cruical. With the system that currently operates for
relegation and promotion, losing a couple of early games puts the club behind the eight ball and
under increasing pressure. To the credit of the players, we played our best baseball of the
season early on. Terrific form from Greg Brown led the way as he showed us that his role of
starter and finisher wasn't a problenr. The young brigade also came to the fore, Anthony Smith
and Ben Wenke showed that they are gotng to be major contributors in the years ahead. Darren
Smith put in an awesome year wrth the bat. What was incredible about Darren's year with the
bat was not just how many many hits he had for the year but how he got them so often with men
on base.

Congratulations were aplenty at making the cut to remain a Division One club for the whole
ssason. lt also has ensured that the ciub remains in Division One for the start of the next
season

The club has an abundance of young players who will make the grade. With them growing
stronger each year and pushing tl-rrough the seconds the future should see the club become
entrenched as a Division One club.

Regards... ...Mark Guy

Second Nine Report:-

After an impressive start to the season the first nine reserve team fell away as the season
continued. As we blooded players from under 16 and under 18, leadership was required both
on the field through performance, and off the field through hard practice set by example, from the
more experienced players.

l'm sure these expeienced players would agree both these areas were not up to the levels
they expected of themselves, as in most games we had many chances to win if those chances
had been taken. The lesson was harci learnt and must be the spur for next season.

I would like to thank Tony Dinnie for his assistance on the Sunday running of the team and
Joy Lewis for her efficient and capable scoring

Regards . .....Kevin Williams,

I



Third Nine Report:-
Played 18 Won 6 Drew 1

The policy of the club was to use the Thirds as a development team for players with the
potential to move on to higher sides within one or two seasons. Consequently the team was
relatively young and it sometimes struggled against the stronger and more expericnced players
of the other Division 1 clubs.

Of the 20 players used in the thrrds 16 aiso appered in the seconds. This lead to sone
disruption to the team balance but overall the players performed very well and showed major
improvement over the course of the season to the point where they finished with 4 consecutive
wins and comfortably defeated the Waverley and l/lalvern teams wlrich occupied the top of the
competition ladder.

Mika Tossavained and Dean Connor provided most of the effective pitching and Matthew
Goldsmith caught intelligently and consistently behind the plate. The middle infield was
anchored by lvlatthew Gourlay and Jon Ballintyne while Craig Ballintyne, Matthew Roberts and
David Wilson provided good defence and oifence rn the outfield. Joe Weller and Scott Emmett
played the infield corners as well as the outfield and both were major contributors at the plate.
Joe's baserunning was top class.

The hitting was lead by Mika and Craig ( 16 and 14 hits repectively). Both provided plenty of
extra base powe and each collected a home run. Jow Weller with 12 hits and David Wilson with
11 hits were the other players to record double figures in the offensive department.

After a shaky couple of outings Dean Connor found sone form and took control of the mound
finishing with 4-2 record Behind Dean the team rmmediately started to and played winning
baseball and finished the season as clearly the best side in the competition. The Club now has
a number of very talented players and a solid foundation has been laid for the future.

Thanks to Nina Glodsrnith and L4rciri.lel Gourlay for scoring and for Ron Glodsmith for his
general advice and assistance over the season

Regards .... ..John Ferguson

Forth Nine Report:-

After last seasons success in Premrership Honors to our srde, the team underwent dramatic
changes in personnel. A couple of meml>ers sought out retirement and an unfortunate run of
injuries together with work committments :aw the team mot always playing at it's full potential.

The club was able to secure a couple of players from The Scotts Organation in Bendigo, in
Anthony Amsing and Daniel Nadart and together wrth Dean Toy made the trek down from the
glod minning town each week. Excellent dedication fella's.

While our team started off in first division irr a blaze of glory we sadly dropped games through
the season that were cerrarnly wrthin rr:aut i.iowever wins against Geelong ai their ground,
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Preston at home before the Christmas break and the last round to defeat Malvern at the Kooyong
ground to sneak into tl're four were hrghlights of an indifferent season.

We eventually went down to Preston in the first Semi final but, such was the transition of the
side that under age group players filled four positions in thestarting nine who all aquitted
themselves with distinction throughour the year.

It's pleasing to see that with normal progression the juniors, together with the experence of
Peter Burnett, Bruce Fitzgerald, James Stewart & Co., that the Rusilers will stay competitive in
the oncomming years

Thanks to all of those who combined to put the team on the ground through the year.

Yours in Baseball.. .. ..Michael Trevorah
Bruce Fitzgerald,

Fifth Nine Report:-

After a shakey start due to the lack of numbers, a 2T - O

loss to Chelsea in round one looked like setting the scean. But the recruting of some average
players (Colin Upfill, Brad Lark, David Atkinson and Allen Middleton later in the season), we
started to win. Wins against Wavertey (14-7) St Kilda B (19-3) and Chelsea (A-Z) showed we
had improve.

Sitting first or second at the cut, we fell in a hole droping to fourth after Christmas. Wins
against Mulgrave(4-3) St Kilda A (5-3) Croydon (22-7) and a loss to Upwey/Ft.Gully B (11-6) at
the last game, ment we finished 4th.

Up to Upwey, we played of sheer guts, some good hits from Dave (2 home runs & a red card),
Lex, Graham and Allen. Strong pitching from Col and Allen gave us a win (14-11)the game and
the verbal fight. Springvale B was our next outing, hitting by Tony Furzer, Col and David and
again strong pitching by Col gave us il-re game (8-2). The Grand Final at Springvale didn,t start
well, wrth Allen rnjured in warm up Good hits from Tony Furzer, double and triple from Graham,
was not good enough to take the game. Three tough games in a run four well resulted in a g-2
loss. Thanks to the team also including Burce Hankinson,Andrew Shead Tony Bailey(Rookie)
Allen Jowett who all worked hard during the season. Thanks also to Linda Harrigan our scorer
and to the supporters who canre to Springvale, it showed what great pride you have in
CHELTENHAM BASEBALL CLUB.

Regards.........The Fifths.
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tlrcam of Pumpi<in
'l'raditional Minestrone

SOUP

NIAIN COTIRSI!

DESSERT

(,lhicken Wellington with Chasseur Sauce
Sirloin Steak with (heen peppercorn Sauce

All sened with (iarden Vegetablei and potatoes

Apple Strudel with Chantilly Crearn
Oh<>colate Mousse with Grandmamier Sauce

\-



AGE,NDA

6:45 P.M.
7:15 P.M

7:30 P.M

7:45 P.M.

8:00 P.M.

8:30 P.M.

Pre Dinner Drinks
Prcsidents Welcome

Mayoral Restrronce

Soup

Vote Count (lst 6lLounds)

Main Course

Iiatting Awards
*Division 5
tDivision I Fourths
tDivision I Thirds
*Division I Seciinds
tl)ivision 1 Firsts

Iiinal Votcs & I)resclllallons
*l)ivision 5
*l)ivision I liourths
fDivision I 'l'hirds
*Divisiou I Scoonds
*Club Charnpion

Chris Reece

I-. Marshall
M. Trevorirh
J. Ferguson
K. Williams
M. Guy

I-. M,rshall
M. Trevorah
J, Ferguson
K. Williams
M. Guy

Vote Count (Znd 6 Rounds)

Scorcrs & Special Presentations C Reece
Best Cllub Pcrson C lteece
Golclen Glovc Award J. Ferguson
VBA Presidents Addross

Dessert


