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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

This season the Club had to contend with a significant shortage of senior players. This
situation was unexpected and proved discouraging for the players and coaches who
experienced difficulties fielding a side.

Despite the alarming number of young senior players who retired, our Firsts and Seconds
had creditable performances under coaches David Bann and Tony Dinnie. The players
were committed and enthusiastic all season and worked hard both at training and during
games.

The Thirds and Fourths suffered most from the shortage of players and struggled each
week to field sides. The fourths were made up of veterans who called in many favours to
field a side. The thirds were not so fortunate and had to use two or three older players
to make up the numbers in an otherwise young side. To all the players and part-timers in
these teams, thank you for the special effort.

The younger junior teams are strong (both in ability and numbers) but this is not the case
with the current U16 and U18 sides. With few junior players moving up to senior
baseball next season the Club must recruit new senior players or our position will be
worse not better next year. Hopefully the younger, but nonetheless experienced, seniors
who have “taken a year off” will return next season and we will be able to attract some
new players.

We will face increased financial pressure in the future as so much of the work now
carried out by Council will fall on the Club to implement. However, with the best
grounds in the East, I feel we are in a position of some strength and must be ready and
willing to take advantage of any chance to develop further our assets.

For the year just gone, thanks to Pat and Barry and their helpers in the Canteen, Jack in
the Bar, Steve and his sponsorship, Jill in the uniform shop and many others for their
tireless work.

Last but by no means least, thank you to the Coaches, Team Managers, Scorers,
Umpires and parents for their work throughout the year. Special mention must be made
of Connie Upfill for her excellent work in running the Tee Ball this summer.

The Committee and I could not begin to cope without the help of all these people.
Thank you.

Mick Manning
Acting President.
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Without doubt, Season 98/99 has been the most frustrating year of my three year tenure
as Summer Treasurer. With the ground problems of 97/98 behind us and the Gladstone
Park Bingo Centre producing regular and meaningful dividends, the Summer Committee
embarked upon the Season with high expectations of generating a reasonable surplus for
the year.

As it turned out, the Bingo dividend stream dried up in December as the Bingo Centre
found itself embroiled in a legal dispute with its landlord. The directors of the Bingo
Centre are hopeful that a resolution to the dispute can be found in the short term but
have warned that it may be six months or more before further dividends are distributed to
the participating clubs.

To make matters worse, the Club saw 25 or so senior players retire or take a break from
baseball in 98/99 resulting in a significant loss of fee income and a reduced spending in
the canteen and bar. Also, the VBA’s decision the share under 12 and under 14 Friday
night games between Bonbeach, Moorabbin and Cheltenham further diminished our
canteen revenue for the year.

The reduction in playing stocks made it more difficult to be forceful with unfinancial
players and one of the most dissapointing aspects of this year’s activities has been the
number of players, both junior and senior, who have thus far failed to honour their
financial obligations to the club. At the time of writing, there are more than 30 registered
players who have yet to pay some or all of their fees. Your club urgently needs this
revenue to dsischarge outstanding accounts and I urge those of you who are still
unfinancial to settle up as quickly as possible.

On a positive note, special thanks to Pat and Barry, Connie Upfill and to Jill. Their
contributions again this year starkly demonstrate that the Summer membership continues
to allow too much to be done by too few.

Finally, acknowledgement to Stephen Harper and to Australian Heritage Homes whose
support has been critical to balancing the books this year.

Jack Bourton
Treasurer
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LUB COACH’S REPORT

This season started off disappointingly with the Club losing between 20 and 25 players
from last year’s list and having to reduce the number of senior teams from five to four,
quite often playing short in the lower grades.

Although losses were greater than wins, quite a few positives were found for the Club.

1. The Club remained in Division 1

2. Juniors playing a higher grade of baseball.

3. Strong training attendance for the whole year.
4. Strong bond between all the senior teams.

I would like to thank the Committee and players for their support for the year, the
coaches of all senior and junior teams as well as their respective scorers and managers.

In closing, I see the Cheltenham Baseball Club at the crossroads. We have solidified our
place in Division One. However, with competition increasing this will be tougher to do
each year. Rather than be satisfied with staying in Division One, we have to take the
next step and make the finals. We have to be competitive in ALL grades and to do that
we have to have an increase in player numbers and specialist coaching for new players
and Juniors.

It will be tough but it will be easier if we have everyone in the Club doing their bit to
help.

David Bann
Club Coach
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Realistically with our playing fist, the guys knew that this was going to be a difficuls vear.
To their credit the senior players had a team meeting pre-season and set some tough but
achievable goals,

After playing six games for six wins, there was talk of finals. However injuries and a
lack of depth soon bought us back to the field. On a positive note, we were competitive
for the whole year, winning twelve games, more than double last seasons tally of five,

It was fantastic to see four members of our Under 18 team make appearances during the
year;

Travis Blackley,
Stephen Gourlay,
Gerard Kelly and
Shane Phillips.

All have a bright future.

I had 2 lot of fun coaching this team as alf the guys showed great commitment and gave
100% all the time. 1 would like to thank Mark Lesnik for coming from America to play
with us and having a great year and Tony Dinnie for coaching the Seconds as well as
playing in the Firsts.

Thanks also go to our team manager, Dennis Brasher, and our scorer and Chairman of
Selectors Michael Gourlay.  Also a big thanks to the wives, girlfriends and spectators
for their support for the year.

Most importantly, thank you to the players for their dedication and support.

David Bann
Club Coach.
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ECONDS’ REPORT

This year the Seconds had a tough season. Winning four, drawing two and loosing
thirteen is not a very good record. Although the record looks bad, we were never
thrashed. Eight runs was the largest losing margin, whilst eight times we lost by three
runs or less.

Our pitching and defence were generally at a high enough standard for this level of
baseball. With Ben Ward-Bourton doing the majority of the pitching, we allowed an
average of 7.8 runs per game. Unfortunately our offence was our greatest weakness all
season. With only three players hitting above .300, we struggled to score runs almost
every week.

On the positive side for the Club, the Seconds was a very young team this year. Seven
of the regulars are under 20 years old and are all improving steadily. Four or five of
these guys had some game time in the Firsts this season and hopefully, with some hard
work next year, can become regulars in that team.

I would like to thank Sheree for scoring and doing the stats this season and also to Laura
for filling in when Sheree was unavailable.

I would also like to thank David for his support this year and thanks to all the guys who
played in the team this season.

Tony Dinnie
2nds Coach
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THIRDS’ REPORT

I would like to thank all the players who played in the Thirds this season, particularly the
group that turned up week after week knowing they would get hammered again as either
they would not have a full team or the outfield would have one or two players who were
well past their use-by-date.

The team was transformed in the last two games of the season when they finally had 9
players under 22 years of age and were in with a chance to win. For me this was some
justification for a very frustrating season.

I would also like to thank Steve Harper and David Coppens for coming out of retirement

to make up the numbers.

Mick Manning
3rds Coach.
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The season started off with a bang - could not get a team together for the first game. I
still can’t work out how I ended up with this job. Ring a few “mates” ask if they want a
game, yeh sure where is it - Preston - err umm wife’s washing her hair, kids having piano
lessons - give me a call when you play at home.

This was the start of things to come. Well, we get a side together. A guy at work walks
into my office while I am thinking how I am going to get nine players, I ask him if he
would like a game, he says OK. Turns up Sunday at Preston, never played before, first
at bat hits it over the fence, next three at bats gets two singles and a double. We win
quite easily. I casually ask if he might have some spare time next week. He said he
would let me know. He ended up playing five games and got another two hits. He also
fielded 1000.

Well, I thought after the first game we would have no problems getting a team together
for the next one. I had been able to track down Andy Kick who hadn’t played for a few
years but was probably the biggest hitter I have seen at Cheltenham. Struggled to get
nine again. Luckily the game was transferred to Cheltenham at the last moment on the
Friday night. Andy Kick turns up and finishes the game with a sore knee. Don’t see him
again for another five weeks and he only played a couple of more games. We won again.
Too easy.

Next game have to travel to Doncaster. Just get eight players. The thirds have to
forfeit. It belts it down with rain for 20 minutes - great no game - it stops, we play, get
beaten narrowly. Well I have had enough of this, it’s a holiday for me. Not bad, three
games, two wins and about fifty phone calls. I get going to Queensland for four weeks
and let Fitzy run the show with a clear mandate to win more than he loses.

Get back from Queensland, the team hardly looks like what I left, a couple of faces I
haven’t seen before. Fitzy gives me the bad news - we only won one while I was away.
Ah well, at least our jet-setting international recruit peter Burnett would be back soon to
bolster the playing ranks.

Well that is just an insight into what it was like this year. Most games we struggled to
get nine fit players - bad backs, stiff legs and broken bones just have to be managed
around. By the end of the year we lost more than we won, but in most games we were
competitive for most of the game. Against some of the better sides we played very good
baseball without being able to get over the line.

During the year we fielded 22 different players under about 30 different names. I would
like to thank everybody who was able to help out during the year. Greg Collins was the
only player who played every game and Colin Upfill only missed one. Thanks to the
pitchers during the year, Chris Bailey, Colin Upfill and Laurie Hall who all pitched well
but were underwelmed by our ability to make the easy play hard and the certain out an
error (it comes with old age and a lack of training). Bruce Fitzgerald deserves
recognition for his amusing portrayal of Shakin’ Stevens on a bad day while trying to
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play baseball. Sadly Fitzy looks like he will be missing up to six months baseball with his
bad back but I am sure he will be raring to go next summer.

Thanks to the Gribbin boys, Andrew and Daniel, for scoring when they could during the
year. Thanks from the team to all our supporters during the year. Thanks to Jack and
Jill for keeping the bar open on a Sunday night so a few refreshments could be
consumed. A special thank you to Lynn and Michael Trevorah for inviting the team for a
BBQ after the last game (Lynn I’m sure Fitzy will turn up next year).

Congratulations to the award winners for 1998/99 and I hope we can all improve, or
deteriorate less, next year.

Regards
John Carlile
Fourths Coach.
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MEN’S REPORT

At the start of the season it was my goal to utilise my experience in baseball to improve
each and every player in the basic fundamentals so that their individual success would
create enjoyment.

Whilst the Club initially had viewed the possibility of fielding two sides, the latter part of
the season due to injury and availability, saw us play the last four games with only 7 - 8
players.

Baseball is a team game based on individual efforts and with a squad of only 13 players it
is paramount that each and every player eliminates any individual aspirations that affect
the team's morale and playing performance and concentrate their efforts in assisting their
Club’s success. Such was not the case after winning 3 of the first 6 games which
included the only defeat of the season of Port Melbourne, we slumped to struggie for the
rest of the season with only nine players.

Because of the above we saw some out-standing team efforts, with particular reference
to two out of the last three games, when with only 7 players we were beaten by the
strong Melbourne Club and St. Kilda who made the finals loosing both games in the last
innings.

Our pitching was held together by Lyndal Young and Rebecca Townley with cameo
performances by Karen Smith and Kate Young. Although our infield and outfield made
many errors, not once did they take a backward step and they tried their hearts out to
bring success for their club.

Our batting continued to improve throughout the season and, remembering the fact that
we only had nine players, we achieved our first goal by staying in Division 1 and now
faced better pitching on a regular basis.

It was most pleasing that our statistics showed that we had no less than 6 players that
batted over .333 an excellent effort. Karen Smith and Kate Young were by far our most
consistent hitters whilst afier a slow start Shandelle Ross came home with a rush. Fanya
Baxivanis was our leading RBI hitter and both Lyndal Young and Rebecca Townley
combined their pitching duties with excellent hitting.

We were lucky to have two new players who had never played baseball before, in Trish
Hewitt and Allison Wright, and their improvement and dedication were exceptional all
season. Ali played most of the season with tendonitis in the elbow of her throwing arm
whilst Trish was prepared to play the last three games despite having split the webbing in
her hand. These are the people that make any club strong.

Vicki Middleton never stopped encouraging her team mates all season and it was great
to have her in our side. And Lauren Russell had by far her best season. Other players
who represented the Club were Emily Smallwood, Sue Hearnden, Jackie Jacobs and
Jodie Williams.

Page 9



CHELTENHAM BASEBALL CLUBINC. SUMMER SEASON 1998/99

PR NN VU V) U U U U G S U U U U5 GO U G G G G GNP U U G S G U G W U U U U G GGG G Gl G G G i G G O Y

My sincere thanks to my wife Lorraine for once again filling in the role as our scorer all

year and her experience as an A grade scorer for many years made my job so much
easier.

I would like to congratulate all trophy winners and all concerned who assisted our team
especially our supporters (the blokes!).

Jim Young
Women’s Coach.
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JOR REPORT

TEE BALL

We were fortunate to have Connie Upfill running our Tee Ball Centre again this year,
and as usual Connie ran things smoothly and efficiently.

10 teams took part in our Tee Ball competition this season and the Devils finished the
season as premiership leaders. The competition ended on March 13 with Ron Carothers
dispensing the player medallions and Maureen Phillips presenting the Champions Shield
to the Devils.

Two Cheltenham Tee Ball All-Star teams were entered in the Victorian Championships,
which was hosted by our club this year. The team coached by Michael Trevorah won the
championship after a great battle in the final against Sandringham. Our other side,
coached by Trevor Hogben, was also successful finishing 3rd.

UNDER 12 DOMESTIC COMPETITION

The Friday night Under 12 Domestic competition was run by Robyn McLeod. Things
have run quite smoothly with most games at Cheltenham, Bonbeach and Chelsea.
Unfortunately we had several washouts and one week post-poned due to excessive heat.

This season Cheltenham fielded six Under 12 teams;
the Broncos, coached by Alan Gribbin
the Brumbies, coached by Peter Ravesi
the Cowboys, coached by John Ferguson
the Indian, coached by Mick Manning .
the Steers, coached by Phil Manning, Tony Jackson and John McCormick
and the Stirrups, coached by Lawrie Hall.

Overall our Under 12 teams did very well. We finished with 2 teams, the Cowboys and
the Indians, in the finals with the Cowboys going on into the Grand Final.
Congratulations to Mick Manning and his Indians and John Ferguson’s Cowboys.
Unfortunately the Cowboys were unable to maintain their winning form and finished
runners-up to a very strong Moorabbin team.

UNDER 12 ALL STAR COMPETITION

We were fortunate enough to be able to field two Under 12 representative teams this
1998/99 season.

Lance Blackley and John Ferguson coached the Under 12 Rustlers All-Star team again
this season. The team won all 5 games of the Round Robin and so gained entry into the
- Coca Cola division. The team continued to perform well and finished the season in third
position. With a lot of skill and determination they were able to overpower their
opposition in the Preliminary finals but Waverley proved too strong for them in the semi-
finals.
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Mick Manning coached the Under 12 Stallions (our All Star development team) and a
very young and talented side they were. This team played in South Division and,
although they only managed a couple of wins and a draw, they progressed steadily
throughout the season with each child learning to play different positions. Mick is
confident that many of these players will be successful playing in the Coca Cola Division
next year.

UNDER 14 DOMESTIC COMPETITION

The Under 14 Domestic Competition saw us fielding only two teams this year.
However, both teams were very strong and finished first and second on the ladder. Both
the Broncos, coached by Mark Lesnik, and the Brumbies, coached by Kevin Russell,
easily disposed of their opposition in the first round of finals. They then found
themselves playing off against each other in the Grand Final. Afier a tight fought match
Mark’s Broncos were victorious over Kevin’s Brumbies.

UNDER 14 ALL STAR COMPETITION

The Under 14 Rustlers All-Star team, coached by Mika Tossavainen and Karen ‘Smith,
have had a great season. They managed to scrape into second position in the Coca Cola

Division on percentage and this gave them a second chance to play off in the Grand—
Final.

In the Preliminary Final, they fought very hard to overcome their opposition but, after a
controversial decision, were unable to capitalize on their lead and went down in a very
close match. However, after a convincing win in the Semi-final, the team will again face
a strong Sandringham side in the Grand-Final.

Congratulations on a great season and good luck for the Final.

UNDER 16 RUSTLERS (DIVISION 1)

Our Under 16 team, coached by Colin Upfill, played in Division 1 this season. Due to
unforeseen problems they were unable to field a team of nine players every week and that
made it increasingly difficult to win.

The boys and their coach are to be congratulated for hanging in there and giving it their
best despite the obstacles this season has presented.

UNDER 18 RUSTLERS (COCA COLA DIV.)

The Under 18 team, coached by Ron Carothers, was also low on numbers this season.
After making the Coca Cola division the team had a very disappointing season. Loosing
a few players through injuries, meant this side struggled for numbers throughout the
season.

The boys who continually turned up and gave 100% are to be congratulated for their
commitment and perseverance.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Without the dedicated efforts of a myriad of volunteers it would be impossible for the
Club to function. In closing, I would like acknowledge the contribution made by these
volunteers.

First, our thanks to the coaches, scorers, umpires, canteen helpers, line markers, parents,
players and everyone else who assisted during the season.

Secondly, our particular thanks to Pat and Barry Cochrane for their tireless work in the
Canteen. This was the third season that they have managed the Canteen and their efforts
are appreciated by all.

Thirdly, special thanks to Connie Upfill, who has just completed her second and final
year as Tee Ball Coordinator; she has made a very challenging role look easy.

Finally, our thanks to Clint and Sean McCagg who again gave up their Sunday mornings
to umpire the All Star games; their expertise and experience is greatly appreciated.

Jodie Williams
Junior Coordinator
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PERPETUAIL AWARD

Club Champion: ...,
Rookie of the Year: ...l et

Best Clubman:

TEAM AWARD

Firsts

Golden Glove:

.
atting:
B eeeetecressetteneeesenenateneesienetintatinresanitsssinanss
MVP:
L] LA AAAd St Attt ttataddatcadctiicdidossrcrsnrsososnosnsnses

Seconds
Batting: e,

Thirds
Batting: e,
MVP: e,

Fourths
Batting: e,

Womens
Batting: e,
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